Jaipur                                  135
ceilings of these chambers are supported by a number
of very tall Hindu columns. The building is superb
in proportion and detail, and is certainly one of the
finest pieces of interior architecture on a large scale to
be seen in Upper India. And yet, such is the prestige
of expensive material that poor uninteresting buildings,
wholly lacking in grandeur or originality, like the Pearl
Mosque at Agra, the pavilions by the lake at Ajrnere,
are much more widely celebrated. They are of marble;
Fatehpur is only of sandstone.
It was late in the afternoon when we left the deserted
city. The walls and domes glowed more rosily than
ever in the light of the almost level sun. It had be-
come a city of coral. There was a screaming in the
air above us. Looking up we saw a flock of parrots
flying across the pale sky. The shadow of the enor-
mous Gate of Victory was upon them; but a moment
later they emerged from it into the bright transfiguring
sunlight. Over the courts of that deserted city of coral
and ruddy gold a flight of emerald birds passed glitter-
ing and was gone.
JAIPUR
JAIPUE did not casually grow; it was made. Its streets
are broad and straight, and intersect one another at
right angles, like the streets of Turin or of some
American city. The houses are all bright pink, and
look like those charming and curiously improbable
pieces of architecture in the backgrounds of Italian